CHAPTER IV
THE CRISIS OF FATE
1920
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POLAND'S fight for her eastern frontiers developed in 1920 into a
desperate struggle for her very existence. That she emerged from
it triumphant when the rest of the world supposed she had lost
was due, first, to a tremendous revival of national purpose and
courage which expressed her invincible will to live, and, secondly,
to the military genius of Pilsudski, who turned humiliating and
disastrous defeat into glorious and decisive victory. In 1924, the
Marshal published at Warsaw his book entitled Rok 1920 (The
Year 1920), an illuminating account of the later stages of the war
between Poland and Soviet Russia. In it he pointed out that this
war dated from 1918 during the "springtime of the free life" of
Poland, menaced from the start by the advance of the Bolshevik
forces by prearrangement with the Germans as they withdrew
from the east. He stated that, as planned, he had pushed the
Soviet line in 1919 as far to the east, and therefore as far from the
essential Poland as possible.
Pilsudski's plan also included giving to the peoples of the
ethnographic non-Russian countries of the borderlands the
chance of escaping from Bolshevik tyranny, Poland in December
1919 signed a military convention with Latvia, the result of which
was the capture from the Bolsheviks of Dvinsk (Dunaburg) on
January 3, 1920, by combined Polish and Latvian forces. This
and further action straightened out the Polish front on the Dvina
(Duna); the Poles withdrew from Latvian territory. Another sign
of this policy was the presence of Polish representatives at a
conference of the Baltic States held on January 15 at Helsingfors,
The term Baltic States covered Finland, Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania, as well as Poland, and the general aim of the con-
ference was defence in common against Bolshevik attack. Early in